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Dear Friends,
I am pleased to present our Fall/Winter 2000 addition of Loma Linda
NURSE. I hope you enjoy reading the updates from the different depart-
ments of our School along with two alumni weekend reports (1999 and
2000). 
There are some exciting things happening in our School and I am
thrilled to share them with you.
We are starting our academic year off well. New and returning 
students are excited about their studies in nursing. Faculty and staff are all
together as a team again after the summer break to continue the work of
giving students the highest quality Christian nursing education possible.
This is all good news. But we continue to struggle to fill the need of 
scholarships for our current students. Many cannot afford the tuition 
costs and there are not enough scholarships to go around. 
We are always so thankful for you, our alumni and friends, who continue to support these worthy students.
As you will see in the current donor report, 1999 was another outstanding year for donor support. We thank you
for your continued support of our programs.
There are new opportunities and challenges we are addressing:
• We are continuing to plan towards a doctoral program in nursing, tentatively
starting in the fall of 2002; 
• We are considering a special relationship with Holbrook Seventh-day Adventist Indian 
Mission School and have invited any of their students interested in nursing to come visit our campus;
• We are joining other University entities in forming an Institute for Diabetes Treatment; and 
• Our International Nursing program remains strong with recent projects in Argentina, 
Costa Rica, Mexico, and Brazil. This coming year, we plan to focus on Eastern Europe and Africa.
Another feature you will find interesting is that the LLU graduate nursing degree program 
has been listed in the U.S. News & World Report list of top programs in the nation. I am proud of our 
faculty and students here and glad I can pass the good news on to you. 
Thank you for your continued prayers and thoughts. Enjoy the magazine!
Sincerely,
Helen Emori King, PhD, RN
Dean, School of Nursing
2 Loma Linda NURSE
A message from the dean
Loma Linda NURSE 3
School of Nursing 
Administration
Dean
Helen King, PhD, RN
Associate dean of the
undergraduate program
Marilyn Herrmann, PhD, RN
Associate dean of the
graduate program
Lois Van Cleve, PhD, RN
Admissions
Ernestine Dew, RN, PHN
Assistant dean of






Ellen Mockus D’Errico, ’87
President-elect
Patricia Clark Foster, ’55B
Past president
Arlene Jutzy Lee, ’49, ’70
Vice president for programs




Elizabeth Bowes Dickinson, ’75
Assistant treasurer
Melba Kindsvater Zimmerman, ’58B
Elected and appointed officers
Anita Widell Berry, ’75
Judy Halstead Earp, ’75
Katty Joy French, ’64
Lian A. Ishikawa Funada, ’97
Dee Nelson Hart, ’66, ’68
June Jepson Hibbard, ’57B
Marie Whisman Hodgkins, ’73
Sharon Clark Hoyle, ’76
Linda L. Levisen, ’65, ’72
Arlene Engevik McVoy, ’51
Eva Guthrie Miller, ’58B, ’75
Ruth Schmidt Weber, ’70, ’75
Zelne L. Zamora, ’87
Loma Linda NURSE is published 
biannually by the Loma Linda
University School of Nursing and
Alumni Association.
Managing editor
Diana Fisher, MA, director of
development
Alumni contributing editor
Arlene Jutzy Lee, ’49, ’70




A message from the dean 2
Loma Linda NURSE news 4
Out of Africa: Serving in the 
land of the forgotten 10
1998–1999 Donor Report 12
H.O.T. report 22
New director of advancement 22
Alumni president’s message 23
Alumni weekend—1999 24
Alumnae of the Year—1999 26
Alumnae of the Year—2000 27
Alumni weekend—2000 28
Near and far 30
Table of contentsLoma Linda
NURSE Fall, 2000 Vol. IX, No. 1
In the June 2, 2000, issue of Hispanic Outlook in
Higher Education, Loma Linda University was
ranked sixteenth highest in offering degrees to
Hispanics.
The ranking was based on colleges or universities
granting bachelor of arts degrees in nursing to
Hispanics.
Sophia S. Puerto, PhD, RN, CCRN, assistant 
professor, School of Nursing, is a firm supporter in
helping the School recruit Hispanic students.
“When I came here as a teacher, I felt that 
recruiting Hispanic students was an area that could
be improved,” she says.
Dr. Puerto talks to leaders in area churches,
attends job fairs, carries recruiting materials in her
car to hand out to potential students, and even talks
to perspective students about nursing at the super-
market.
“Since Hispanics are among the fastest growing
groups in San Bernardino, I felt this was an untapped
area that we need to market to,” says Dr. Puerto.
According to the American Association of Colleges
of Nursing (AACN), racial and ethnic minorities 
represent 28 percent of the population, but comprise
only about 10 percent of the nation’s 2.5 million 
registered nurses. 
Recruiting nursing students with a Hispanic 
background not only was important to reflect the
ethnic make-up of the surrounding areas, but also to
help offset current nursing shortages. By the year
2020, the RN work force is forecast to be nearly 20
percent below projected RN workforce requirements.
“We have observed,” informs Helen E. King, PhD,
RN, dean, School of Nursing, “that nursing 
enrollments and shortages happen in parallel 
concurrently, and are cyclical. When there are too
few nurses available for the jobs available, there are
also fewer numbers of students studying nursing.
“This is now the case. The number of nursing
applicants to the School of Nursing, which had been
high in the 1970s, dropped drastically in the 
mid-1980s as the need for nurses began to rise.”
This trend was true across the nation, according
to AACN. The Association reports that declines in
entry-level baccalaureate nursing enrollments
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occurred in every region of the United States in
1999, ranging from a 2 percent decline in Western
states to a decrease of 7.4 percent in North Atlantic
schools.
The resulting decrease in nursing graduates,
which began to occur in the early 1990s, is now
impacting the job market.
Ernestine Dew, RN, PHN, director of admissions
and recruitment for the School of Nursing, has heard
of incentives from institutions with nursing 
shortages offering sign-on incentives of $4,000 to
$5,000.
“I am thrilled,” continues Ms. Dew, “about a new
program, ‘Success in Learning Individualized
Pathways,’ which is now offered by the School.”
SLIPP, as the program is known, is tailored for
students who desire to become nurses and are from
low-income families, are first-generation college 
students, as well as those from minority groups
and/or single parents.
“Students who are part of SLIPP,” emphasizes Ms.
Dew, “receive academic skills enhancement; learning
strategies; study, test-taking, and computers skills;
medical terminology; and introduction to math for
nursing.”
Special financial aid including grants and 
scholarships is available for those who meet specific
financial criteria.
“The outlook for Loma Linda is very good,” says
Ms. Dew. “We have a dedicated faculty and staff who
School of Nursing named among top schools for Hispanics
Please turn to page 7
The School of Nursing was named among the top schools in
the nation for recruiting Hispanic students.
The annual School of Nursing spiritual retreat was
held October 6 to 8, 2000, at San Clemente State
Beach this year. 
The event, jointly sponsored by the Association of
Student Nurses and the Spiritual Life and Wholeness
committee, was designed to introduce the new 
students to each other and to School of Nursing 
faculty in a spiritual setting.
The retreat was attended by more than 70 
students and 12 School of Nursing faculty members. 
“We had a fantastic time. The whole event was
very spiritual,” remarks Bernadine Irwin, PhD, RN,
associate professor of nursing and coordinator of the
spiritual retreat.
The speaker for the weekend was Gerald R.
Winslow, PhD, special assistant to the president for
spiritual life and wholeness, LLU, and dean, Faculty
of Religion.
Dr. Winslow spoke on the life of Peter, and how
from his story, each person could look for 
opportunities to experience a daily walk with God.
Dr. Winslow also spoke on how to be a part of
God’s activity in the world.
The weekend featured praise music, led by 
students and faculty alike, and also sharing of 
testimonies.
“San Clemente State Beach is really a beautiful
setting. We sat next to the ocean sharing our 
spirituality—it was so peaceful,” says Dr. Irwin.
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On Friday afternoon and Sunday, both the 
students and faculty played on the beach, surfed, 
and fellowshipped by the campfire. 
Plans are already underway for next year’s 
spiritual retreat, though the decision hasn’t been
made yet as to where to have it. 
However, with the positive responses Dr. Irwin 
has received regarding having the retreat at San
Clemente State Beach, it is very likely to be held
there next year.
“The surroundings were so beautiful, I think it
enhanced our time of inspiration and fellowship
greatly,” says Dr. Irwin.
School of Nursing hosts annual spiritual retreat
(From left) Alvin Rosete, Don Frasco (top), Shelia Pinero,
Ivan Cruz, and Ivan’s brother (bottom center), pose for a pic-
ture after a day of enjoying the beach and fellowship of the
spiritual retreat.
(From left) Jenny Anderson; Jan Nick, PhD, RN, assistant
professor of nursing; Jennifer Cox; and Don Frasco lead out
in song service on Sabbath morning.
Marilyn Herrmann, PhD, RN, associate dean, undergradu-
ates, School of Nursing; and Bernadine Irwin, PhD, RN, asso-
ciate professor of nursing and coordinator of the spiritual
retreat, roast marshmallows as other faculty and students
look on.
Loma Linda NURSE news
6 Loma Linda NURSE
The Global Partnerships in Nursing project, which
began in August, 1998, is designed to increase 
interaction and sharing among Seventh-day Adventist
professional nurses, nurse educators, and nursing
administrators on a global scale.
“Adventist hospitals and schools of nursing
around the world face great challenges,” says Patricia
S. Jones, PhD, RN, professor of nursing and chair of
the Global Partnerships in Nursing project.
In order to support Adventist nursing around the
world, Helen E. King, PhD, RN, dean, School of
Nursing, and Dr. Jones decided to group the world
divisions into three major areas and to focus on one
area at a time. 
“We have completed phase one of the project,” Dr.
Jones says, “which focused on Asia.” Seminars and
projects were conducted in Hong Kong, Japan, the
Philippines, South Korea, and Thailand. The seminars
centered around a common theme—wholistic nursing
care, a shared mission among Seventh-day Adventist
nurses. The concluding conference in Thailand
brought nurses together from throughout Asia, 
creating a network of strength and partnership. 
“Phase two of the project, which we are now in,”
Dr. Jones continues, “is focusing on the South
American and Inter-American Divisions of the
Seventh-day Adventist Church.” 
Phase three of the nursing project will focus on the
Euro-African Division of Seventh-day Adventists. 
“Many institutions in Africa have already 
indicated that they are very eager to participate in
this project,” Dr. Jones declares. “In 2002, the 
concluding year of the project, we hope to bring
together in one place representatives of Adventist
schools of nursing and hospital nursing departments
from around the world for an international 
conference. 
According to Dr. Jones, this project could not be
accomplished without the partnering of two friends of
the School of Nursing—Dr. and Mrs. Ralph J.
Thompson Jr., through the Ralph and Carolyn
Thompson Charitable Foundation. 
Dr. Ralph Thompson is a 1951 graduate of the
School of Medicine, and Carolyn Thompson is a 1949
graduate of the School of Nursing. 
“As the different phases of this project are 
completed, Adventist nurses in hospitals and schools,
not only in the South American Division and Asia,
but also around the world, will be able to network
and share their expertise and have opportunities for
growth,” Dr. Jones observes. 
A little over a year ago, Drs. Jones and King 
traveled to India as part of the first phase of the 
project. They met with nursing professionals in
Adventist hospitals and schools of nursing, as well as
with professionals at Christian Medical College in
Vellore. 
“What impressed us strongly,” remembers Dr. King,
“is how isolated Seventh-day Adventist schools of
nursing and hospitals are, the limited resources they
possess, and how much they can benefit from being
connected in the Adventist system. This project 
provided a mechanism in phase one—and will 
continue as we focus on South America—that will
help link our colleagues with local, regional, and 
international resources.” 
Dr. Jones’ philosophy is that all Seventh-day
Adventist nurses are part of one system. As the Global
Partnerships in Nursing program moves into phase
two (South America and Inter-America), and phase
three (Africa and Eastern Europe), a strong network
of interaction will be established and support the goals
of the Department of Health Ministries of the General
Conference of Seventh-day Adventists.
Global Partnerships in Nursing year two focuses on South America 
LLU School of Nursing, working in cooperation with River
Plate Adventist University in Argentina, will hold a nursing
conference later this year similar to this one held last year in
Thailand.
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go out there and get students from underrepresented
groups, but we still face the recruiting challenge like
everybody else.”
Faculty like Dr. Puerto are always willing to talk to
students and encourage them to further their 
nursing education. 
She spends time with each student, explaining
everything that they need to know. Often, finances
are a major obstacle for students to consider 
furthering their nursing education. To help combat
Loma Linda NURSE 7
this problem, Dr. Puerto collects information on
Hispanic scholarships, and refers potential Hispanic
students to current Hispanic students who have
found ways to pay for school.
“Borrowing money scares a lot of students away
from universities, but with programs like SLIPP and
other scholarship programs for Hispanics, there is a
lot of financial help out there for our students who
are in need of it.
“We feel we have an obligation to encourage these
people,” says Dr. Puerto.
The Gamma Alpha Chapter, Sigma Theta Tau
International Honor Society of Nursing held its
annual induction ceremony on June 8, 2000, in the
Wong Kerlee International Conference Center. 
The keynote speaker for the evening was Donna
McNeese-Smith, EdD, CNAA, RN, who is on the 
faculty of the University of California, Los Angeles,
School of Nursing. The title of Dr. McNeese-Smith’s
presentation was “Leadership of the Nursing
Profession in the 21st Century.”
Following Dr. McNeese-Smith’s presentation, the
following individuals were recognized: 
Marybeth Navas and Cynthia Sommer received the
Clarice Woodward Award for Excellence in Writing
for “Providing Effective Pain Control,” which was
published in Federal Practitioner in March, 1999. 
Patricia Potheir received a research award for
“Chemotherapy-associated Anxiety from the
Perspective of Patients and Nurses: a Qualitative
Study.”
Also receiving a research award was Judith Peters,
for “A Qualitative Study of Registered Nurses
Returning to School for a Baccalaureate Degree in
Nursing.”
Research Conference Sponsorship Awards were
given to nursing students Marielou Elvinor F.
Belocura, a senior, and Ivan Isaac Jude Trinidad Cruz
Jr., a junior. 
Following the awards presentations, the following
nurses were inducted into the honor society: 
Community leaders: Deborah Cole and Marlene
Lopez; graduate students: Faith Bunch, Lois
Clarkson, Christine Kurunathan, and Deborah
Saknit; undergraduate students: Melissa Andregg,
Tanuja Choudhary, Krista Corey, Marie DeThomas,
Amanda Downs, Lady Merlou Florido, Su-En Li,
Martha Lopez, Karen MacLeod, Stephanie McMasters,
Amy Marks, Angelyn Miracle, Jennifer Neira, Lori
Nicola, Martin Nielsen, Jorely Ocampo, Jonalyn
Rastrollo, Charleen Sanchez, Pamela Sircar,
Elizabeth Spencer, Darrell Stucky, Tosha Viega,
Jennifer Villaneuva, Jennifer Wagner, Joan Walker,
and Karen Zamora. 
Sigma Theta Tau chapter holds annual induction ceremony 
Officers in the Sigma Theta Tau International Honor Society
of Nursing, Gamma Alpha Chapter, are called to the front of
the auditorium during the annual induction ceremony.
Continued from page 4
Loma Linda University School of Nursing named among
top schools for Hispanics, continued…
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The Loma Linda University School of Nursing 
graduate nursing degree program has been listed in
the U.S. News list of top programs in the nation. 
According to a description of how the schools were
ranked, U.S. News states that master’s and doctoral
programs were ranked by reputation. “U.S. News
surveyed the dean or top administrator and at least
one other administrator or faculty member at each
school and asked them to rank the programs they
were familiar with in their particular discipline.” 
Disciplines ranked by reputation are evaluated
every third year—and this year health-care programs
were evaluated. 
A perfect score is 5.0 (distinguished). LLU’s 
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graduate nursing program received a score of 2.9. 
The top score, earned by the University of
Washington School of Nursing, Seattle, was 4.7. 
Helen E. King, PhD, RN, is dean of the School of
Nursing, and Lois Van Cleve, PhD, RN, professor of
nursing, is associate dean of the graduate program in
nursing. 
For a complete list, log onto <http://www.usnews.
com/usnews/edu/beyond/gradrank/gbnursin.htm>. 
According to Dr. King, the School of Nursing is
gaining a reputation for excellence in research, as
well, and is now in the top 40 schools of nursing
receiving funding from the National Institutes of
Health. 
Loma Linda University School of Nursing hosted
the second annual Summer Institute for Seventh-
day Adventist Nurse Educators seminar from July
11 to 13, 2000.
Fifty-five participants took part in the three-day
seminar. Educators representing all the Seventh-
day college and university nursing entities in North
America were able to join School of Nursing faculty
in discussions regarding current nursing topics.
Also taking part were nursing educators from
Saniku Gakuin College, Japan; and Sahmyook
Nursing and Health College, South Korea.
“The faculty that came, from as far away as
Japan and Korea, really seemed to enjoy 
themselves while they were here,” informs Marilyn
Herrmann, PhD, RN, associate dean, undergraduate
program, School of Nursing.
Nurse educators learned from a presentation
from Beth Johnston-Taylor, PhD, MSN, RN, and
then a discussion of “Teaching Whole-person
Care.”
Also included in the seminar were innovative
teaching techniques that some of the other 
institutions have begun to use to not only attract
students to nursing programs, but to keep them
there.
Patricia S. Jones, PhD, RN, professor of nursing,
gave a presentation on the final day of the seminar
School of Nursing hosts annual summer seminar in July, 2000
about nurses who have gone on to serve as 
missionaries.
Dr. Jones’ presentation was followed by a 
discussion on legal and student issues in nursing
education. Kent A. Hansen, JD, general counsel,
Loma Linda University Adventist Health Sciences
Center, who gave the presentation, was also on
hand for a brief question-and-answer period 
following the presentation.
“It was very helpful to network and 
communicate with educators who specialize in 
the same area as you do,” says Dr. Herrmann.
School of Nursing on U.S. News list of top programs in the nation for 2001 
Nursing educators from across the nation, as well as from
Korea and Japan, were on hand for the second annual
Summer Institute for Seventh-day Adventist Nurse
Educators held July 11 to 13 in the School of Nursing.
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Christina Bishop knew from the time she was a
small child that she wanted to be a nurse. 
After entering college, she talked to advisors at
California State University, San Bernardino (CSUSB),
and took courses that would prepare her to enter the
nursing program there. 
After attending CSUSB for four years with no 
guarantee of being accepted into their program, she
began to become discouraged and considered 
graduating with a degree in liberal studies. 
Then a friend suggested she apply to the Loma
Linda University School of Nursing. “My first reaction
was that I wouldn’t be accepted, so why should I try,”
she recalls. 
However, after applying to Loma Linda University
and meeting with Ernestine Dew, RN, PHN, director of
admissions and recruitment for the School of Nursing,
her life would soon change. 
“Ms. Dew and Dr. Condon [Vaneta Condon, PhD,
RN, associate professor and SLIPP director] told me
that I would be a good candidate for SLIPP,” says Ms.
Bishop.”
The program, Success in Learning: Individualized
Pathways Program (SLIPP), was created to assist
those desiring to become nurses who face financial or
educational challenges, and those from nationalities
underrepresented in the profession. 
Students accepted into the program benefit from a
curriculum that is designed to help them succeed.
According to Dr. Condon, SLIPP students are taught
study and test-taking skills, and receive tutoring.
Those who qualify receive financial aid. 
Charlie Jo Morgan, PhD, RN, assistant professor, is
a member of the committee that evaluates SLIPP 
candidates. 
“The program was made possible,” she says, “by a
three-year grant from the Federal Department of
Health and Human Services, Health Resources and
Services Administration. The title of the grant is
‘Nursing education opportunities for individuals from
disadvantaged backgrounds.’”
According to Ms. Dew, candidates that are 
low-income, first-generation college students from a
Success in Learning: Individualized Pathways Program
(SLIPP) assists nursing students who are facing challenges
group underrepresented in nursing, or a single parent
have priority for SLIPP acceptance. 
Ms. Bishop was thrilled when she learned she’d
been accepted into the School of Nursing. She soon
met other SLIPP students who became a support
group as they faced the challenges of nursing school. 
“We’re always there for each other,” she says. “We
often study together, and this has helped all of us to
succeed.” 
The support she has received in the School has
helped Ms. Bishop blossom. She has been elected for
a position as an officer—social vice president for her
junior class—and has received excellent grades in
fundamentals of nursing, basic skills course, 
pathophysiology, and gerontology.
Dr. Morgan remembers meeting Ms. Bishop for the
first time. “Christina was very quiet when I first met
her. However, it wasn’t long before I knew she would
make a terrific nurse. She sat on the front row of class
and drank in every word.” 
Ms. Bishop is grateful to Loma Linda for making it
possible for her to pursue her dream. “I remember
my first patient,” she says with wonder. “She was so
thankful for the small things I did for her. It was so
rewarding.” 
The School of Nursing is actively seeking 
participants to join the Success in Learning:
Individualized Pathways Program. 
Interested applicants should contact the office of
admissions in the School of Nursing by calling (909)
558-4923.
Christina Bishop (left) talks with Charlie Joe Morgan, PhD,
RN, assistant professor and coordinator of SLIPP.
Loma Linda NURSE news
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I
n the middle of a country of lions, zebras, and 
elephants three brave souls from the School of
Nursing served for the month of July last summer
on a Students for International Mission Service (SIMS)
trip to Kendu Adventist Hospital in Kendu Bay, Kenya. 
Their mission was to help in whatever way they
could the hospital staff in Kendu in serving the 
community. The three participants were Jeanne
Beckner, BSN, RN, instructor, School of Nursing, LLU;
Candy Hamp, senior bachelor of science (BS) student;
and Saul Saavedra, RN, senior BS student. They
returned as different people and it was an experience
they will not soon forget.
Here’s what happened to them…
After packing up and flying half way around the
world on July 1, 2000, Candy, Saul, and Jeanne were
ready to help wherever they were needed. One of the
most challenging parts of the experience was getting
used to the nursing care in Kendu. “The nurse-physi-
cian relationship is much different in Africa than in
the United States,” says Saul. “You [as a nurse] don’t
have as much input.”
Still, the students were able to contribute in signifi-
cant ways. They were a part of surgeries and assisted
with bedside nursing care. “Assisting with surgery and
patient care were two of the most rewarding things,”
says Saul, “also, making friends with the people
there.”
One particularly special friend to all three was
Ezekial Osuro, the charge nurse of the operating the-
ater. “Osuro,” as they called him, picked them up at
OUT OF
AFRICA:
the airport and looked after all their needs during
their stay. “He even cooked for us,” adds Candy. 
“If anyone in his community needed anything, like
moving chairs for a Sabbath potluck, everyone would
ask for Osuro,” explains Saul. “He was a great guy. He
would go out of his way for you—he was just like
that.”  Besides caring for American missionaries and
serving in the Kendu Adventist Hospital, Osuro goes
the extra mile each week in the tiny village where he
lives. There is no electricity in the village and propane
lamps are used after sunset. In the warm glow of
lamps, people line up at the local pharmacy (owned
by Osuro’s sister-in-law) where he treats them in the
back room. He only has a certificate in nursing
(Kendu Adventist Hospital offers a three-year nursing
certificate program) but it doesn’t matter because
when the community know he’s coming they line up
to see him. 
One of Candy’s most rewarding experiences was
interacting with Pimella, an 18-year-old who was the
second wife to a man with HIV/AIDS. The first wife
had died and Pimella was charged with taking care of
the first wife’s children. Now Pimella was pregnant
and she came to Kendu Adventist Hospital for a
Caesarean section surgery (which Candy was able to
assist with). Unfortunately, the baby was stillborn. 
LLU School of Nursing instructor Jeanne Beckner, BSN, RN
(standing far right), poses for a picture with LLUSN students
Saul Saavedra (bottom far right), Candy Hamp (center), and
the family of Ellen Omagwa who is a faculty member of the
School of Nursing at the Kendu Adventist Hospital. Ms.
Omagwa is not pictured.
Serving in the land 
of the forgotten
“I felt so sorry for her,” remembers Candy. “She
was the only one in the maternity wing without a little
baby bundle.” Candy went to visit Pimella every day.
Although there was a language barrier, they under-
stood each other. “I would hold her hand or stroke
her head to let her know I cared.”
Touched by Pimella’s situation, Candy feels she is
more giving and caring for people in need.
Saul, too, was changed by his time in Africa. “I
appreciate everything I have now,” expresses Saul, “I
mean, everything from clean water, to having a hot
shower and seeing that all those people over there are
just exactly like me except in different circumstances.
I would probably do the same things to survive. I look
at people differently that don’t have the same privi-
leges that I do. I don’t look down on people now.”
Jeanne, the School of Nursing faculty member on
the trip, had the privilege of working with several
community health and home health programs while
in Kenya. She went to meetings held at different vil-
lages around Lake Victoria and at Kendu Adventist
Hospital, working with Catholic Relief Services and
World Vision who were also trying to meet the peo-
ple’s needs. Jeanne felt this was a beneficial experi-
ence for all because the staff at the hospital
appreciated having someone there from the United
States who cared about their situation.
Two of the biggest challenges, according to Jeanne,
are the efforts to prevent the spread of HIV/AIDS and
the lack of medications. One way the local communi-
ties are taking care of the huge numbers of orphans of
HIV/AIDS victims is quite unique. Jeanne met Mary, a
Loma Linda NURSE 11
Out of Africa
mother of six with advanced AIDS, who was worried
about what would happen to her children when she
died. Jeanne explains, “The children will most likely
be left in their home. The neighbors will check in on
them and guide them in their growing up experience.
They are finding this [method] works better than
sending them to orphanages because they are not
taken out of their own environment.”
After this trip, Jeanne now feels like she has
another family. “They opened their arms to us and we
in turn opened our arms to them warmly,” she says.
“Whenever I go shopping now, I think of the needs
over there and it makes me want to send boxes back
to say ‘hello’ to our other ‘family.’ ”
Fortunately, not one of the three participants were
sick while in Africa, and they came home with a
renewed feeling of mission and purpose to their
careers in nursing.
Since returning, all three have shared their stories
with many church members and on the LLU campus
with their fellow classmates.
Candy is sending several boxes of new operating
theater supplies to the hospital in Kendu. Saul left
most of his clothes and shoes with the African people.
Jeanne sent boxes of children’s books and other med-
ical equipment to the Community Health Department
in Africa. No, they are not the same. Their lives have
been enriched, inspired, and touched by the people
they met and helped while in Africa.
Richard, “The Driver” (center) poses with Jeanne Beckner,
BSN, RN (standing left), Saul Saavedra (bottom center), and
Candy Hamp (right) before he takes them on a traditional
African safari day trip.
A local open market occurs across the street from Kendu
Adventist Hospital in Kenya.
12 Loma Linda NURSE
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We want to thank you, our alumni and friends, for your loyal support shown to the School of Nursing.
Appearing in this issue of Loma Linda NURSE is a donor report for the fiscal year (July 1, 1998, to June 30, 1999). 
For the fiscal year 1998 to 1999, you gave $1.3 million dollars! This incredible level of giving shows the level of
commitment you have for your alma mater and the current nursing students at Loma Linda University. Thanks to
your gifts, endowments for student scholarships have grown, our International Nursing program is expanding, and we
were able to update the Learning Resource Center and skills lab. 
Without your assistance, the School of Nursing could not continue to provide the quality Christian nursing 
education that it currently offers. Thank you.
* DONORS OF $250 OR MORE (KATHRYN JENSEN NELSON SOCIETY MEMBERS)
~ DECEASED
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Linda Mac Intyre Aiello
Aileen Fast Albright
Nancy Strawn Anderson*


















































































School of Nursing Alumni 
Association highlights
The Alumni Association gives generously to support
the School of Nursing every year. In 1998–1999,
they gave $37,000 to support the following:
$25,000 Student scholarships
$2,000 Alumni Loan Fund
$5,000 International Nusing Outreach
$5,000 LAP assistance
Thompson Charitable Foundation
A second gift of $31,800 was made in 1998–1999 to 
support the Global Partners project.
1998–1999 Donor report 







































G. Elizabeth Tidmore Shafqat
Ruth Johanson Sommer
Sandra Van Iderstein
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Three School of Nursing students received Woodall and Jesse Scholarships ranging from $3,000 to $5,000
during the Kathryn Jensen Nelson (KJN) Society Annual Recognition Brunch held during School of Nursing
Alumni Homecoming Weekend. They are (pictured, from left): Sarah Hernandez, Thomas Hong, and Lady
Florido. The three scholarship recipients spoke to brunch attendees about what receiving the scholarship
means to them. The Kathryn Jensen Nelson Society Annual Recognition Brunch is held annually, by 
special invitation of the dean of the School. Invitees have donated $250 or more to the School during the
preceding year. Last year’s brunch was held in the Wong Kerlee International Conference Center on Sunday,
March 14, 1999.
Nursing students receive Woodall and Jesse Scholarships during Kathryn Jensen
Nelson Society Annual Recognition Brunch on Sunday, March 14, 1999    
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Joy Potter Rushold~
Frances Rawie Smith
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Education and 
Research*

































1998–1999 Donor report 
22 Loma Linda NURSE
The H.O.T. report
The House of Thrift is operated for the relief of
poverty within the community and to provide a
source of funds to carry out the purposes of the
School of Nursing Alumni Association. 
In 2000, more than $11,000 was received from
the House of Thrift by the School of Nursing Alumni
Association to be distributed as needed. Clothes, 
bedding, and other items valued at about $800,000
were contributed to organizations who wash, repair,
and make them available to those individuals in
extreme need.
The store was remodeled in July, 2000.
The School of Nursing welcomes a new director of
development, Diana Fisher, MA. She comes to the
School with four years of experience in the field of
alumni relations and advancement. Ms. Fisher
worked in 1998–99 for the School of Allied Health
Professions at Loma Linda University as director of
development. She graduated from Walla Walla
College with a major in communications (journalism
and public relations) in 1994. Ms. Fisher earned a
master’s degree in theology, Christian ethics from
Fuller Theological Seminary, Pasadena, in August of
1998.
She began her responsibilities, which include
coordinating the annual fund and Loma Linda
NURSE, in the middle of August, 2000. 
Ms. Fisher grew up in the Northwest, specifically
Walla Walla, where her family still lives. She was
recently married to John Sickler, a social worker and
graduate of Loma Linda University.
Ms. Fisher is excited about getting to know many
of the School of Nursing family and can be reached
by the following: by e-mail, <dfisher@univ.llu.edu>,
or by phone, (909) 558-7093.
School of Nursing Alumni
Homecoming Weekend










Mark your calendar now for a weekend
of fun and fellowship with old friends,
and make some new friends too! The
School of Nursing Alumni Home-
coming Weekend, April 6 to 8, 2001, is
an event you don’t want to miss!






Inventory at the House of Thrift consists of books,
appliances (in good condition), antiques, clothing,
etc. There is a great need for more space. Furniture is
accepted if it can be delivered directly, since there is
no vehicle to pick up and deliver. 
Needs: A van or truck for pickup and delivery;
more space upon availability such as another 
adjoining modular building; and volunteers for pickup
and delivery and in the store.
If you would like to help, please call the House of
Thrift at (909) 796-2812. Thank you for your 
continued support.
q
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Alumni president’s message
Dear friends,
It is always a pleasure to send greetings to all of you. Ever present in our
minds are the joyous reunions of classmates at our yearly Alumni
Homecoming banquets. We are looking forward to this event again in the year
2001. Please watch for the final plans coming soon to you by mail.
The year 2000 brought some changes. Your alumni secretary, Joan
Hulse, resigned after many years of support and loyal service to us all. We 
will miss her. Diane Mattheson now responds to the numerous needs of our 
organization and will answer your questions when you call (909) 558-4360,
extension 45437. We encourage you to actively participate in the alumni
endeavors and help us to achieve our goals that are planned for this coming
year.
Some of our activities include:
• Mentoring student nurses—We are making a special effort to acquaint the students with our presence and
desire to be available to them to assist them by listening and/or giving a helping hand when they are in need.
• Manage and support the House of Thrift—Profits from the sales of donated items are used to support mission
and outreach activities. The House of Thrift also serves the local community by providing employment to
persons needing experience in the workplace. Many donated items are placed with organizations that make
them available to the needy and cover emergencies during a disaster.
• Merit scholarships—Every year, this Alumni Association has the privilege of giving merit scholarships to 
current worthy students.
• Honored alumni awards—Each year your board of directors selects two alumni to receive recognition at 
the Alumni Homecoming banquet. We honor those who have personally and professionally excelled in 
representing the mission of the School of Nursing.
• Mission activities—As mentioned above, monies from the Alumni Association are also used to financially
support the International Nursing Council and its projects, the Learning Assistance Program, and student
summer mission projects.
We appreciate input from you to make our Alumni Association stronger. This is your organization and you can
help us to make it more useful to you. Let us hear of your accomplishments and activities and we look forward to
seeing you at the Alumni Homecoming banquet.
Sincerely,
Arlene J. Lee, RN ’49, MS ’70
Alumni president, 1999–2000
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Approximately 300 people from throughout the
United States attended the the School of Nursing
Alumni Homecoming Weekend, which began with the
School of Nursing Annual Alumni Institute held
Friday, March 12.
The topic for this year’s Institute was “Nursing
Research: the Cutting Edge,” with keynote speaker
Pat Jones, PhD, RN, professor, School of Nursing and
chair, School of Nursing International Nursing
Committee. Dr. Jones’ topic was “Enhancing Nursing
Practice in a Global Village.”
The School of Nursing Alumni Homecoming 
banquet was held Saturday evening, March 13.
During the banquet, School of Nursing alumnae of
the year Janet Hackleman, RN, MFCC, and Deborah
Kelln, RN, were honored.
In addition, Graduate School student Deborah
Kelln, RN, and School of Nursing students Jocelyn
Bittenbender and Christy Cripps were presented 
with meritorious scholarship awards.
Sunday morning, the Kathryn Jensen Nelson
(KJN) Society Annual Recognition brunch was held
in the Wong Kerlee International Conference Center.
The KJN Society brunch is held each year 
during Homecoming Weekend and is by invitation 
of the dean of the School. Invitees have donated 
$250 or more to the School of Nursing during 
the previous year.
Alumni weekend—1999
Nursing Alumni Homecoming Weekend held March 13 to 15
Enjoying the School of Nursing Alumni Homecoming
Banquet are (from left) Olive Roberts, Bernice Hawkins, and
Inez Kirk, members of the class of 1937.
Attending the homecoming banquet are (from left), Joni
Jones, manager, H.O.T. Secondhand Store; Frances Rowell,
RN; and Mignon Mosley. Ms. Rowell and Ms. Mosley are
volunteers at the store, which is owned and operated by the
School of Nursing Alumni Association. Proceeds from the
store benefit the School of Nursing.
The 50-year anniversary School of Nursing class sings their
class song, “Loma Linda in the Valley in the Fall of ’46,” writ-
ten by Doris (Venden) Sharp and Jeanne (Bailie) Hove.
Leading the rendition are Marguerite (Annofsky) McGraw
(right) and Bernice (Fleck) Worth.
During the brunch, three students who were that
year’s recipients of Jesse and Woodall Scholarships
spoke to the group about the challenges they face in
order to reach their goal—a career in nursing.
Helen King, PhD, RN, provided statistics about 
the School’s student body, which is becoming 
increasingly diverse.
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Attending the banquet are 40-year honor class members
(front row, from left) Barbara Caddel, Karin (Modin) Fenz,
Lois (Atteberry) Fahlsing, Wanda (Fristad) Stewart, and
Nancy (Strawn) Anderson. Pictured seated in the second
row (from left) are Carolyn (LaTourette) Ashworth, Winona
(Craig) Finney, Dorothy (Kuester) Purdey, Donna
(Guernsey) Hall, Gladys (Alvarez) Hollingsead, Alice
(Yoshida) Crawford, and Rosella (Bechthold) Hoppe.
Pictured standing (from left) are Delores (Davis) Gibson,
Betty (Liu) Wong, Alicia (Boehrig) Karr, Aileen (Fast)
Albright, Barbara (Slocum) Van Ornam, Martha (Isaac)
Harmon, Sonja Rhodes, Starrlene (Hamilton) Cowper,
Edward T. Moon, Linda (McIntyre) Aiello, Irene (Poelstra)
Moon, Claudia (Childs) Simpson, Yvonne (Glover) Miller,
Sharon (Wakefield) Miller, Alta Jean (Kincaid) Paul,
Carolyn (Kuehl) Beams, Suzanne (Montpas) Ostrom,
Naomi (Tsunokai) Oshita, and Donna (Reiner) Henderson.
School of Nursing 50, 40, and 25-year reunion classes honored 
Attending the Alumni Homecoming banquet are 50-year
anniversary class members from the White Memorial campus
(pictured from left) Roberta (Beckner) Syfert, Carolyn
(Pierce) Thompson, and Mary Belle (Seeley) Brauer.
Alumni participants from the class of 1949 Loma Linda cam-
pus  include (front row, from left) Barbara (Eiseman)
Unterseher, Hedy (Hoffman) Dunford, Helanejo (Nielsen)
Sheline, Nadine (Williams) Britton, Doris (Venden) Sharp,
Arlene (Jutzy) Lee, Wanda (Alves) Vertrees, and Barbara
(Baker) Hebard. Pictured in the back row (from left) are
Thora (Thorodds) Soloniuk, Dorothy Scantlin, Bernice
(Peterson) Corwin, Betty (McDonald) Horton, Dorislee
(Erickson) Norton, Ethel (Nakamoto) Inaba, Stella (Smith)
Barr, Marguerite (Annofsky) McGraw, Betty (McEachern)
Bahr, Nora (Sterling) Chalmers, Helen (Lim) Kim, Gloria
(Wilson) Carroll, Shirley Huenergard Venden Cornell, Jean
(Butka) Krohne, Elaine (Lindsay) Harrison, and Bernice
(Fleck) Worth.
Members of the 25-year honor class who attended the banquet
are (front row, from left) Carolyn (Woesner) Purcell, Suha
(Nashed) Huffaker, Suzanne (Harris) Hernandez, Larry
Folsom, Sonia (de Oliveira) Giles, Marilyn (Seyfang)
Slaughter, and Kathleen (Langley) Ryan. Pictured standing are
(from left) Dorothy (Ruhling) Chinnock, Kathy (Kinder)
George, Jeanette Schneider, Janet (Ziebarth) Hackleman,
Cheryl Nance, Jan Zumwalt, Catherine (Woodward) Kolin,
Marilyn (Judson) Carter, Cynthia (Willson) Cox, Rebekah
(Thorp) Damazo, Beverly (Low) Ching, Cheryl (Bailie)
Mathews, Joyce Brockmann, Doraine (Todorovich) Lehde,*
and Teresa (Jones) Maupin.*
*Members of the AS’74 class.
Alumni weekend—1999
















1974 and is a
member of the 25-year honor class.
Ms. Hackleman has been active in paid and 
volunteer services for individuals, families, and church
and community organizations. She provides both
counseling and education in the fields of addiction
and in general life management. Ms. Hackleman
spends many hours of service presenting seminars for
church and community groups.
Ms. Hackleman represents a growing number of
nurse entrepreneurs who run their own businesses
offering professional services to their clients.
Her business offers services including counseling,
educational seminars, courses, and study groups for
clients in areas which address parenting, family 
relationships, and life management topics.
She is honored for her positive contribution to
her community as she uses her nursing and 
counseling skills.
The plaque presented to Ms. Hackleman reads:
“Loma Linda University School of Nursing Alumni
Association honors Janet E. Hackleman, RN, MFCC,
for innovative entrepreneurial services and volunteer
activities in the community exemplified by 
development of self-management and parenting 
programs, with the Alumna of the Year Award.”
The second honoree, Beverly Henry, PhD, RN,
received her bachelor’s degree in nursing from the
School of Nursing in 1967.
During her career, Dr. Henry has served as a 
consultant for nursing and health in a number of
international arenas, including Norway and Spain.
She has prepared reports for the World Health
Organization in areas including nursing personnel
resources, management of health care by nurses, and
quality development in nursing care from practice to
science.
Dr. Henry has been active in nursing education in
the United States and currently serves as a professor
in the College of Nursing, University of Illinois,
Chicago.
From 1993 to 1999, she served as editor of Image:
Journal of Nursing Scholarship, the official 
publication of Sigma Theta Tau International.
Dr. Henry has been widely published in numerous
nursing, health, and nursing administration journals.
The plaque given to Dr. Henry reads: “Loma Linda
University School of Nursing Alumni Association 
honors Beverly M. Henry, PhD, RN, professor,
researcher, administrator, consultant, editor/writer, 
for outstanding national and international 
contributions to nursing and health care, and 
dedication to the improvement of worldwide health
with the Alumna of the Year Award.”
Alumnae of the year—1999
Alumnae of the year 1999 named for School of Nursing
• Class of 1949, White Memorial campus
$100,000
The funds, which will be given during the
next four years, will be used to support 
international nursing projects in the School of
Nursing.
• Class of 1959B $9,000
Unrestricted donation
• Class of 1974 $3,000+
Half of the funds will be used for student
scholarships; half will be used to support
international nursing projects in the School of
Nursing.
Class gifts (1999):
Janet E. Hackleman, RN, MFCC
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Alumnae of the year—2000
Mildred Akamine, MS, RN, and Ruth S. Weber,
EdD, RN, have been named School of Nursing 
alumnae of the year for 2000. 
Ms. Akamine earned her bachelor of science degree
from the School of Nursing in 1954. After graduation
she held a variety of staff and charge nurse positions
in California and Hawaii. In 1968, she became a
school nurse in the Los Angeles city school system. 
In 1974, Ms. Akamine began her teaching career in
the School of Nursing. In recognition of such 
faithfulness in her call to teaching, she was voted by
students and faculty as Teacher of the Year for 1988.
At that time, she also received the Zapara Award for
undergraduate teaching excellence.
Another way Ms. Akamine demonstrated her 
concern for nursing students throughout her career
was to provide encouragement to international 
students. She was both advisor and friend as they
faced the challenges of being far away from home 
and family. During the School of Nursing Alumni
Homecoming banquet, Ms. Akamine was presented
with a plaque that reads:
“Loma Linda University School of Nursing Alumni
Association honors Mildred Akamine, MS, RN, 
educator, community volunteer, friend for pioneering
gerontological education for nurses; dedication to 
the teaching of community health; and service as a 
mentor and advisor for international students with the
Alumna of the Year Award.”
School of Nursing names two alumna of the year for 2000
Mildred Akamine, MS, RN (left), receives the Alumna of the
Year Award from Katty Joy French, PhD, RN, associate pro-
fessor, School of Nursing.
Ruth S. Weber, EdD, RN, associate professor, School of
Nursing, receives the School of Nursing Alumna of the Year
Award from Cindra Rowell, RN, immediate past president,
School of Nursing Alumni Association (right).
The second alumna of the year, Dr. Weber, the
daughter of a minister, spent the first several years of
her life in Argentina. 
In 1973, she was appointed assistant director of
nursing at Loma Linda, where during her years in
leadership roles in the School of Nursing, Dr. Weber
facilitated development of the specialty of spiritual
care nursing. Active in research in this area, articles
she has produced have been published, and she has
given presentations at professional meetings aimed at
guiding nurses in providing whole-person care. 
She has frequently been called to provide 
international consultation on improving nursing 
practice and administration around the world. This
desire to improve health-care delivery motivated her
leadership role in developing a conference for 
international Seventh-day Adventist nursing 
educators held on the Loma Linda campus in 1998. 
During the banquet, Dr. Weber was presented with
a plaque with this inscription: 
“Loma Linda University School of Nursing 
Alumni Association honors Ruth S. Weber, EdD, RN, 
innovator, administrator, educator, consultant, and
researcher, for innovative leadership in nursing 
service; inspirational education of undergraduate 
and graduate students of nursing; consultation for 
the advancement of international nursing; and
research in spiritual-care nursing; with the Alumna 
of the Year Award.” 
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Alumni weekend—2000
Eva Miller, RN, MS, associate professor, School of Nursing
(center), greets Mildred Akamine, MS, RN (right), and Naomi
Yamashiro, RN. During the banquet, Ms. Akamine was
named alumna of the year. 
The 10th anniversary class includes (from left) Dorothy
Weiss and Sheila Corpuz. 
Members of the class of 1970 (BS, 30-year class) include (back
row, from left) Nancy (Rosenquist) Wernick, Lorna (Vixie)
Beeson, Jane (Manire) Richardson, Anita (Bartholomew)
Manning, and Robin (Marchal) Nelson, (front row, from left)
Linda (Carroll) Barton, Lana (Munce) Jutzy*, Catherine
(Butterley) Boersing*, and Susan (Jones) Krider. 
*Received AS degree
Members of the honored class of 1960 (40-year class) include
(from left) Eunice (Requenez) Detton, Carol (Osgood)
Mihulka, Earline (Westphal) Miller, and Juanita (Hartwig)
Plummer.
Members of the class of 1960 (BS) include (from left) Joan
(Komarniski) Hagerty, Donna (Haste) Ernest, Harriett
(Crockett) Pitt, Juanita (Hartwig) Plummer, Lottie
(Krivoshein) Tait, Jan (Zempel) Malo, Carole (Osgood)
Mihulka, Kathy (Fessler) Lynch, Mildred (Farrior) Copeland,
Eunice (Requenez) Detton, Mary Lou (Merickel) Wiswell,
and Earline (Westphal) Miller.
Members of the honored class of 1955-A include (back row,
from left) Ann (McInturff) Montgomery, Marie (Yeager)
Dougan, Rhoda (Gardner) Happel, Mary (Elder) Elssmann,
Ruby (Gilbert) Vidato, Carolyn (Boynton) Stanton, (front row,
from left) Anna (Fae) McConnehey, Olivia (Koovit) Bergeron,
Berryl (Bull) Longway, and Evangeline (Phillips) Leonetti.
School of Nursing recognizes honor classes during homecoming 
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The 25th anniversary class includes (front row, from left)
Mirtha (Herrera) Jones, Judy (Gamboa) Hiscox, Susan
Ciccarelia-Vana, Marcie (Waggoner) Hassen, Marilynn
Cathcart, (back row) Liz (Bowes) Dickinson, Cynthia
(Merchat) Cady, Nadine (Moore) Knight, Cheryl (Warner)
Kablanow, Michael Rettig, Paullette Laprise, Diane Kovach,
Jackie (Chaffee) Williamson, and Cheryl (Magnussen) Mautz.
The School of Nursing 50th anniversary class, posing for a
formal photo during the homecoming weekend, include
(front row, from left) Wilma (Allen) Richardson, Lorna Mae
(Waters) James, Jackie Bylsma, Mary (Smith) Munce, Jaunita
Blaylock, Jane (Sorenson) Spear, Alphaeus (Lightfoot) Pruit,
(second row) Harriet (Wall) Eckren, Dorothy Davenport,
Mary Lou (Ekvall) Graves, Eleanor (King) Grimstad, Delores
(Anholm) Schilling, Ara Rowland, Doris (Scott) Bronsert,
Ruth (Stickle) Pestes, Llewella (Roberts) Deroo, Sheila
(Paulson) Gibons, Joyce (Penner) Perry, Dorothy
(Tollensdorf) Brown, (back row) Madella (Gimbel) Toop,
Carol (Tippett) Harris, Edna (Johnson) Abrams, Eunice
(Bentz) Harris, Barbara McDonald, and Elaine (Morey)
Robertson. 
School of Nursing alumni homecoming—a time to remember…
Cindra Rowell, RN, past president (right), presents graduate
student Lillian Rosu, RN, with a meritorious scholarship
award. Ms. Rosu was given a plaque and $1,000.
Marjorie Andersen Jesse (third from left) and her husband,
Claran, visit with J. Lynn Martell, DMin (left), vice president
for advancement, LLU, during the Kathryn Jensen Nelson
Society brunch.
During a potluck that was held for School of Nursing alumni
on Sabbath, Susan Ciccarelli-Vana, RN (center left), and her
husband Thomas, share lunch with Donna Olson-Hadley,
RN, and her husband, H. Roger Hadley.
Alumni weekend—2000
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Esther Johnson Kootsey ’27: “I spend my time
reading and crocheting. I am now 94 years old,
and taught a Sabbath School class until recently.”
Mildred Hatch-Dursh-Burr ’35 retired in 1973
and currently resides in Otis Orchards,
Washington.
Victoria Miller ’37: “My husband and I travel in
the United States. We also have been looking after
ill relative. That’s a lot of fun and keeps me busy.”
Dorothea Forsberg-Brown ’41 married Edwin in
1943 and spent 54 happy years assisting him in
the ministry. “I did office nursing while the 
children were in academy and college, but 
otherwise I am a full-time mom and pastor’s wife,”
she writes.
Luthea Eleonore Owens ’45 is now retired. She
taught pediatrics in Nigeria and has had various
temporary jobs in several Indian reservation 
clinics.
Alice Breech Dachary ’48 retired in 1986 after 13
years as a part-time nurse at CBS. She travels
with her husband to France to visit family.
Marie Yaeger-Dougan ’55 is retired and busy with
church work and grandchildren.
Benette Denham Gee ’69 retired temporarily from
nursing after 12 years as charge nurse, most
recently staff development/infection control nurse
at a convalescent center in Redmond,
Washington. “On January 2, 1999, I married Roy
Gee and moved to Applegate, CA. (population
300) and am enjoying the luxury of being a full
time homemaker and pastor’s wife.”
Jo Nell Tillman-Tyson ’71 and her family are doing
great. They currently live in Albuquerque, New
Mexico.
Donna Caldwell ’72: “Last June I took part in a
unique experience, by joining 2,600 cyclists in the
Near and far
California AIDS RIDE 5. The 575-mile San
Francisco to Los Angeles ride took 6.5 days of 
riding and raised $9.5 million dollars for AIDS
research, education, and care. After 26 years of
working in several areas of intensive care, I have
made a transition to post anesthesia care unit. I
am enjoying working in our newly built five bed
recovery room at Sonora Community Hospital.”
Sharon Millard ’75 has taught at Pacific Union
College, Angwin, California, since 1977. She
earned a PhD in nursing in May, 1998.
Jacquelyn Williamson ’75 completed a PNP 
program through California State University, Los
Angeles. She continues to work as the clinical
nurse specialist for Kaiser Permanente Fontana’s
neonatal services. She currently resides in 
Glen Oak.
Leonora Williams Shaw ’76: “Since graduating
from LLU School of Nursing, I have been in the
U.S. Army as an OB-GYN physician stationed at
Ft. Jackson, SC. My military career as a nurse and
then a physician has been adventurous.”
Mary Jo Vollmer-Sandholm ’77 is working PT
PEDS Hem-Onc, PT PEDSER, and doing MSN/PNP
at UCLA. She will graduate in June, 2000. She
loves being a nurse and is glad she went to LLU!
Still lives in Loma Linda with Robert who works
as a financial analyst at PepsiCo. and is doing his
MBA at University of California, Irvine.
Ann Hutchinson Barker ’78 is finishing a 
bachelor’s degree through Andrews University,
Berrien Springs, Michigan, and is staying home
with the children.
Violet Shaver Clarke ’78: “I enjoy riding a 
tandem bicycle and a Helix motorcycle with my
husband Richard. Had CRRN for 6 years and CCM
for 1 year. I now work for insurance company as
nurse case manager. I wish all my classmates well
and encourage you to send a line to Loma Linda
NURSE so I can see what you’re up to.”
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Carol Milardo Floriani ’79 has an administrative
degree in hospice and has recently published 
articles on hospice in American Journal of
Nursing and Nursing. She recently traveled to
Thailand to visit a family she sponsors.
Beatrice M. Wolf ’80: “I graduated from LLU
School of Nursing in 1980 with my MSN.
Currently I am a certified medical/surgical clinical
specialist. My present position is clinical educator
at Sacred Heart Medical Center in Spokane,
Washington. I enjoy teaching nurses. I have 
concentrated on orthopedic, respiratory, surgical,
and diabetes nursing. Two other areas of interest
are diabetes educator for nursing and point-of-
care testing liaison nursing to the laboratory
department. I am active in the Inland Empires
Nurse’s Association and currently serve on the
Board of Directors as immediate past-president.
My son and daughter are both married. I have two
granddaughters, Katherine, 3 years, and Mia, 7
months, in the San Francisco Bay area.”
Kathryn Turk Wood ’82: “I manage an
Alzheimer’s unit at a small nursing home in South
Portland, Maine. It’s a real challenge, mentally and
emotionally exhausting, which makes it nice to
come home to our three dogs! Carson recently
got his real estate sales agent license. He enjoys
having something to do even though his retinitis
pigmentosa/macular degeneration is progressing.
His positive attitude is an inspiration to all those
around him. Life is good.”
Christofer Brooks ’83 is in case management for
oncology at Loma Linda University Medical
Center. He has two children.
Sylvia Longway Levy ’83 worked on unit 5100 at
LLUMC as a pediatric oncology nurse for two
years before moving to Seattle, Washington,
where she currently resides. She worked at the
Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center for two
years before returning to school for a BA in
English literature teaching. For the past 12 years
she has worked part-time as both chronic and
acute hemodialysis nurse, spending most of her
time raising her children.
Colleen Smith Gracy ’84 earned her MSN, FNP, 
in 1998 from Sonora State University and is 
practicing in Ferndale with Humboldt Medical
Group. She has been married since 1985 and has
three children. She currently resides in
Honeydew.
Ernestine (Huff) Dew ’84 currently works for
Loma Linda University School of Nursing as
director of admissions and recruitment. She is
now completing an MS in pediatric NP with 
education/curriculum emphasis.
Cathyleen McMahon Nece ’85 worked at the
Kaiser Permanente OB/OYA department in
Fontana before leaving to stay home full-time
with her family.
Cheryl Medlin-Stottlemyer ’85 works part-time at
Inland Regional Center as an infant coordinator.
Diane Engelsma-Woodhead ’87 works in ICU at
San Antonio Hospital in Upland. She still loves
skiing.
Marlene Prato-Cortez ’89 is a women’s health
nurse practitioner. She has two children.
Brenda Worley ’92: “I recently moved to Radford,
Virginia, where my husband joined an established
practice (obstetrics and gynecology). I work 
part-time at Carilon Roanoke Memorial Hospital
in the cardiac surgery intensive care unit. We
have no children.”
Sheri Fayard ’93: “After having worked in Utah,
my husband, Greg, and I moved to Sacramento
while Greg is completing law school at McGeorge
School of Law. I have been busy as a nurse 
manager for pediatric services at Amena, Inc. Our
agency provides skilled/RN nursing at home for
clinically ill children (0–18 years). I’m enjoying
this challenge greatly. This year I get to look 
Near and far
32 Loma Linda NURSE
forward to SACHO! Am I ever glad for those 
management classes at nursing school now!”
Marcia Rozell ’93 works full-time at the medical
center in Redlands.
Zahra Nowbahari ’95 has been teaching at Maric
College for Vocational Nursing Program since July
1999, in San Diego. Just completed VCS D 















Holly Sorrels Coon ’96, 
with son Brendan
presently at Clon’s Medical Center. December,
1998, I married Erbe Palafox, a LLU School of
Dentistry graduate. We presently reside in
Fresno.”
Holly Sorrels Coon ’96: “Brendan was born July
16, 1999, by Caesarean section. The umbilical
cord was wrapped around his neck four times. He
is a miracle from God. He is growing fast and he is
adorable.
Kathie McGill Elloway ’96 was hired in OB after
graduation and has been there ever since. Her
husband owns a dental practice in Redlands. The
family has traveled to various parts of the world
and is planning a trip to the Virgin Islands.
Marlee Janell Kaiser ’98: After finishing her BS
degree in December, 1997, and having worked
almost six years for LLUMC, she moved back
home to Oregon in September, 1998, for a change
of pace. After spending some time in Europe, she
started a part-time job at Adventist Medical
Center in Portland, Oregon. She is also working
part-time for a registry which sends her to other
hospitals in the Portland area.
Near and far
Mary Helen Colby Monteith ’22 died on
September 19, 1999, in Ukiah, California.
From 1934 to 1943, she was on the staff at
Pacific Union College, Angwin, where she was
in charge of the pre-nursing program and
helped develop the curriculum leading to a
degree for graduate nurses. She also served on
the staff of various Seventh-day Adventist
health and educational institutions including
White Memorial Medical Center; LLU;
Montemorelos University, Mexico; and at the
Seventh-day Adventist college in Medellin,
Colombia. She gave 37 years of service within
the Seventh-day Adventist Church.
In memory Maybelle Christensen Gaston ’26 passed on
December 5, 1999, at Clarkson Mountain View
Home in Rapid City.
Lois Hopkins Chapman ’32 has passed away.
Helen Moore Stevens ’38 (White Memorial)
died on July 28, 1999, after a short stay in a
nursing home in Orlando, Florida. She was 84
years old.
Eileen Swan Johnson ’38 (White Memorial)
died on November 27, 1998.
R. Cherie Carey McClure ’66, ’70 died on April
13, 1999.
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Loma Linda NURSE is interested in hearing about your life since you graduated from the School of Nursing.
Here are some of the things we would like to use in our alumni news section, “Near and far.” We would like to
know about your professional achievements, research, awards, graduations, interesting stories, what is happening
in your career or family life, travel, moves, marriages, and births or deaths.
Just send or e-mail information to us, and we will write it up for you. If you have been featured in local news-
papers, send us a copy of the clipping. Your story may even become the basis for a feature story.
If you have a current picture of yourself, we’d appreciate receiving that, too. We look forward to hearing from you!
First name: Last name (including maiden name if applicable):
Year(s) of LLU graduation; degree(s) received:
Address:
City: State: Zip: Country:
Home phone: E-mail:
Spouse’s name (including maiden name if applicable):
Children’s names, birthdates, and connection to LLU (if any):
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Wondering what herbal remedies are safe and effective? 
Or how they interact with some medications? 
Considering other alternative therapies? 
This is a rapidly growing area but often it is difficult to obtain accurate
information to help us make educated choices. If you are interested in this topic,
mark your calendar and come to the School of Nursing alumni program on comple-
mentary therapies. 
Friday, April 6, 2001
8:00 a.m.–12:00 noon
Loma Linda University Church Chapel
More information to come with the alumni weekend program mailing










Magan Hall, Suite B
Loma Linda, CA 92350
TO MAIL INFORMATION TO LOMA LINDA NURSE, FOLD ALONG DOTTED LINE, SEAL ON THREE SIDES WITH TAPE, ATTACH POSTAGE, AND MAIL
LOMA LINDA UNIVERSITY & MEDICAL CENTER
Heritage Society
Choosing to leave a legacy
means building a future. Through
this legacy, your goals and val-
ues—what you deem important—
continue beyond your lifetime.
As a supporter of Loma
Linda University Medical Center and Children’s
Hospital, your commitment to our mission of
whole-person care is making a difference in the
lives of many people now.
You can extend this com-
mitment beyond your life-
time by including Loma
Linda in your estate plan. Your legacy will assure a
future of top-notch health care, research, and edu-
cation for 
generations to come.
As a way of saying thank you to people who
choose to build the future of Loma Linda through
their estate plans, we have established the Heritage
Society. You can become a member of this special
group by naming Loma Linda as a beneficiary in
your will or living trust, by establishing a trust or
annuity to benefit Loma Linda, or
by naming Loma Linda as the
beneficiary of a life insurance pol-
icy, among other ways.
Because Heritage Society
members are an integral part of
our institutional family, we want them to be knowl-
edgeable about educational, clinical, research, and
service activities on campus. So we send them
Loma Linda University
and Medical Center publi-
cations and invite them to
special recognition events.
As an additional expression of our apprecia-
tion for their partnership, we send Heritage Society
members a handsome certificate suitable for fram-
ing and provide them the option of having their
names prominently listed on the Heritage Society
donor wall.
But most importantly, Heritage Society mem-
bers have the satisfaction of knowing they are
building a future at Loma Linda and will make a
difference in the lives of people for years to come.
Building a future…
If you would like to
receive a membership
form or learn more





card, or call the direc-
tor of development for
the School of Nursing
at (909) 558-7093.
LOMA LINDA UNIVERSITY & MEDICAL CENTER Heritage Society 
q Yes! I have already included Loma Linda University, School of Nursing in my estate plans.
Please send me a form to become a charter member in the Heritage Society.
q Yes! I am interested in learning more about including Loma Linda University, School of
Nursing in my estate plans. Please send me more information about planned giving and the
Heritage Society.
Name ______________________________ Phone (optional) ______________________________
Address ____________________________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip ________________________________________________________________________
You may return this card in the envelope provided in this Loma Linda NURSE or send it to: 
Loma Linda University · director of development, School of Nursing · Magan Hall · Loma
Linda, California 92350
Loma Linda
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